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Tully Talk by Gene Markle

Well, It�s December already 
and a full year has passed since 
I�ve been the president of this 
organization. The year has gone by 
very quickly and I have one year of 
experience in running this organi-
zation. I am fortunate to have great 
people around me for guidance, 
direction and constructive criticism 
when needed. There are shortcom-
ings we will be addressing in the 
upcoming year as a chapter to keep, the members better informed of 
what is going on and what is planned. Our main goal as an orga-
nization is to protect and improve habitat on local streams, speci�-
cally those that have a wild trout population. We currently have two 
projects waiting to be completed, the �rst project is waiting for the 
approved grant money to be delivered and the second is scheduled 
for spring of 2010. Our resource management committee has other 
projects in mind if we can raise the money to make them happen.  
The members will be informed of the status of these projects and 
future projects when the information is available. 

Our second priority is education; we have sponsored one pupil 
in the Tom Snyder scholarship as well as 3 students in the Don Hart-
man School.  We have been involved with the Trout In The Classroom 
program and we now have the Oley Valley and Hamburg High 
Schools involved in that program.  We will continue sponsorship 
in such programs in the upcoming year. The �y tying course will be 
given next year in late winter, early spring.  Just in time for the stu-
dents to test the �ies they have tied. We will hold a �y �shing clinic for 
the lesser experienced �y �shermen and women late spring of 2010.

Another important attribute of an organization is the social as-
pect of its members. We will hold a few �breakfasts on the Tully� in the 
upcoming year, as well as our annual picnic which has been moved 
to a Saturday. We will have much more to do this year (Rick Bell needs 
a few challengers for the �y casting contest). The social committee 
is also kicking around the idea of a few �meet and �sh� days, where 
anybody interested will meet at a particular location and head out to 
a stream for a morning or full day of �shing. 

We will continue to address fund raising because we can not 
improve habitat and educate our young folks without funds to do so. 

(continued on page 3) 

Tom Snyder Memorial 
Scholarship
 Jim Howe was our recipient this year of the TCTU Tom 
Snyder Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship is awarded each 
year to a Berks County student who has been accepted into a 
baccalaureate program in an environmentally related �eld. Jim is 
a graduate of Oley Valley High School and will be attending Penn 
State. He will major in Food Science and Environmental Science 
and hopes to �nd a career that combines the two �elds. 

 The scholarship honors one of our chapter�s most active and 
enthusiastic members.  Tom died in an automobile accident while 
carrying out volunteer work for one of several other organizations 
to which he volunteered his time. 

TCTU Education Committee Chairman, Rick Bell, congratulates 
Jim Howe, winner of the 2009 Tom Snyder Memorial Scholarship.

JANUARY MEETING TO FEATURE YELLOWSTONE 
AND WEST SLOPE CUTTHROAT PRESENTATION
 Bob Ballantyne will give a presentation on Yellowstone 
Cutthroat at the January 27th Chapter Meeting. Fisheries biolo-
gists with the National Park Service in Yellowstone National Park 
have embarked on ambitious efforts to preserve genetically pure 
populations of several species of native �sh in some park waters. 
These species include two subspecies of cutthroat trout � the 
famous Yellowstone cutthroats and the West Slope cutthroats 
� and grayling. Learn how these efforts are conducted and how 
chemistry, biology, and geology combine to prepare waters for 
the introduction of pure populations of the �sh species, and how 
history has played unplanned roles in these efforts. 




