Tulpehocken Chapter
Trout Unlimited, Inc.

4

“Jo Conservé,#’fotejéf; dnd-Enhance thé.
~=Quality and -Quarntity.of the Cold Water
\Resources of'Berks County, Pennsylvania”

TROUT

UNLIMITED

Year in Review
and looking

ahead! By Ron Weidner

www. TullyTU.org

The Newsletter of the
Tulpehocken Chapter
of Trout Unlimited

TUIIy Talk by Gene Markle

We had a good year this year. We presently have 363
members, the highest membership in our history. Now
all we need is some more of those members to give a
few hours a month and become involved. You will ben-
efit from the experience.

We were able to complete some small stream projects
this year and used our expertise to help with a larger
stream project. We held fly tying classes, fishing clinics,
meet and fish with members, friends, students and fami-
lies. Every month during the summer we held an all

you can eat breakfast at the Tully House. Socializing
with others that have the same interests can be reward-
ing. Come out and listen to the fish stories, add some of
yours. Look for more breakfasts next season.

We sent three kids to two different Conservation
Schools and started a n
Classroom6 progr am. TI
popular program, the kids love it.
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The necessary equipment is provided to raise Brook
Trout in the classroom, eggs are provided by the PA Fish
Commission, when the trout are old enough to survive
they are placed in an approved stream.

We hope we can accommodate another school next
year. We have three schools in the program and two
schools interested. They will need to apply for a grant
in conjunction with our funding.

You can help by funding a sponsorship in your school

or just financially support the program. Our cost to
sponsor a new school is approx. $600.00, a full sponsor-
ship or a partial is available. Contact any of Officers.
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They can be found on our website www.tullytu.org .

The Second Season

The weather this year has
been anything but ideal at times. We
had a very wet spring that made
streams unfishable or at least difficult
to fish for weeks at a time. This was
followed by a hot summer and a flood
which again made fishing difficult at
best and caused a lot of us to head for
higher ground. This was then followed
by a pre Halloween snowstorm that
left plenty of us without electricity and
trees and branches strewn all over our lawns which gave us plenty of
cleanup work to do on the subsequent weekends..

We are now in winter and my fly rods have been collecting more
dust than | care to mention. The good news is we are now in what | like to
call the 6second seasondé. The air ten
the water temperatures have cooled enough to allow us to get out and
¢hasg trout withouthe worry gf strgssing them begaysg of fighting them
in Wagne Watera Thig ig theytime: of thegyear véhenttrougsiregms are not as
crowded and one can take their time fishing and cover water without just
fishing the good runs and riffles before someone else sets up camp in
them for the next hour or two. The mornings can be cold and the hatches
are not nearly as plentiful but one can still get out and enjoy a day on the
stream.

This is the time of year where small midges work if your eyes are
young enough to tie them to your tippet. Also effective are streamers and
of course haref6s ear and pheasant t ali
cover about a mile or so working downstream and spending a little extra
time on the pockets that are bound to hold some fish. Sometimes they do
and someti mes they dondt but | guess
catching. So if you get the chance, head out to a local stream and just en-
joy the day chasing some of those browns and rainbows. You will still be
able to catch the NFL hi lights on one of the 20 or so ESPN channels that
are on the tube. I will remember
how poorly my favorite team played on Sunday.

Tight Lines -GenO
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Jan. 18 A TCTU -B:80ePMd Me e

All members are welcome

Jan. 25 A TCTU CHaoPMer Mé

Program on page 11

Feb. 15 A TCTU -B8®PMd Mee

All members are welcome

Feb. 22 A TCTU CcCHhaopPMer M

Program to be Announced
-Full 2012 Calendar co

UNLESS NOTED EVENTS ARE HELD AT THE FIRST
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
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: §4 DIRECTIONS TO THE

o < Hour Photo TULLY HOUSE:

TR Take the Bypass (Route 422/222)
going West from Reading. Exit on
Broadcasting Road. Go North on

1t Broadcasting Road (follow the signs
: to Penn State, Berks Campus). At the
bottom of the hill turn right onto
Tulpehocken Road. Turn left to enter
Grings Mill Recreation Area (across
the street from Penn State). Make
the first right toward the tennis
courts. Go to the end of the parking
lot and down the gravel road to the
house. If the park is closed, enter at
& the secondary gate, just South of the
§  main entrance. Please be prompt.
The gate will be open 15 minutes
prior to and 5 minutes after the
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Wi"OW Creek PTOjECt By Jeff Schronce

On Saturday October 15th the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Tulpehocken Chapter
Trout Unlimited, Maiden Creek Township and various other non -profit entities completed the first half of a very important brook
trout restoration effort on Willow Creek. Given the tremendous flooding experienced during Hurricanes Irene and Lee, a coll ective
sigh of relief was heard as we saw that all of the in stream improvement had made it through the vicious storms which unprece-
dented volumes on water into the drainage. The water was still fast and high on the 15 ™ and the mud made moving slow. Fortu-
nately the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and Maidencreek Township had prebored the holes so there was a lot less dig-
ging than anticipated. 500 native species of trees and shrubs were planted.

This is a tremendous brook trout fishery and we have a huge opportunity to make it prime waters. The project seeks to restore 2.0
miles of riparian habitat and 2.0 miles of in-stream habitat for brook trout. The project seeks to restore stream bank stabilizéon and
riparian. Six acres of riparian buffer will be restored, and approximately 1,500 native trees and shrubs in total will be pbanted. Please
stay tuned for future announcements for opportunities to help in this project.




